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MEETING PURPOSE

1. Share overview of USACE Permitting Process

2. Present HNTBôs findings and recommendations

3. Exchange information with interested citizens
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AGENDA

1. Welcome and Introductions

2. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Permitting 
Process Overview

3. Technical Presentation of Phase I Study

4. Questions and Comments
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Milestones Since April 2008 Public Meeting

Å April 2008ðMTA Board meets with York Selectmen

--Existing Site Study Requested

Å June 2008ðMTA Directs GEC to Revisit Existing Site

Å June 2009ðMTA Board meets with York Selectmen

--GEC presents Existing Site Report

Å September 2009ðMTA Board Approves GEC 
Recommendations

--Advance two options at Existing Site

--Revisit 16 Alternative Sites with Smaller Plaza Design

Å November 2009ðMTA Board Meets with York Selectmen

--Receives Alternative Site Report

--Shortlist of Four Options presented

Å December 2009ðMTA Meets with Abutters of Potential sites

Å January 2010ðMTA Hosts Public Meeting



Maine Turnpike Southern Toll Plaza 

Replacement Study

U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS

Jay Clement ïMaine Project Office of the New 
England District

1. Share Regulatory Responsibility for Wetlands

2. Share Highway Methodology Process

3. Share Where Project is in Process
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TECHNICAL OVERVIEW OF STUDY

1. Existing Conditions and Deficiencies

2. Open Road Tolling

3. Basic Design Guidelines

4. Highway Methodology

5. Recommendations of HNTBôs Draft Phase I 
Report
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Age + Location + Traffic = Plaza Problems

1. Increasingly unsafe for motorists

2. Increasingly unsafe for employees

3. Unnecessary noise

4. Increasing maintenance costs

5. Inability to accommodate new traffic flows and 

up-to-date tolling technology

Purpose 

and Need
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MTA Decision to Implement Open Road Tolling 
(formerly known as Highway Speed Tolling)

1. E-ZPass Customers pay tolls at 55-65mph ïless congestion ï
increased capacity ïbetter service

2. Cash customers are physically separated from highway speed 
customers ïincreased safety

3. 58% of traffic use E-ZPass at York Plaza

4. Over 80% of York Truck Traffic use E-ZPass

A. Reduced Noise Events

1. Engine brakes and heavy acceleration

2. Rumble strips 

3. Similar amount of noise as mainline today



Maine Turnpike Southern Toll Plaza 

Replacement Study

Level One Screening - Basic Design Criteria for 
Toll Plazas

1. Separation from Interchanges:

a. Minimum 1 mile between interchange and center of 
toll plaza.

2. Separation from overhead bridges:

a. Minimum 2500ft between overhead bridge and 
center of toll plaza.

b. Desirably not within footprint (approx 8000 ftô)

3. Horizontal Tangent:

a. Straight stretch of approximately 8000 ft 

4. Crest vertical curve:

a. Center of straight stretch (toll plaza) at or near the 
top of a small gradual hill. 

Alternatives 

Site ID and 

Screening
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Level Two Screening ïSocial Resources

ï Homes ïSchools ïParks

ï Municipal facilities

ï Planned development ïPrivate Property 

Level Two Screening ïEnvironmental Resources

ï Wetlands & wetland soils

ï Rivers and Streams - Floodplains

ï Aquifers (Groundwater)

ï Historic and Archaeological Resources

Alternatives 

Site ID and 

Screening
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Plaza 

Sizing

= 435ft

= 295ft

= 335ft
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New Plaza

Existing

Location

New Plaza

New Location

Do Nothing
Project Purpose & 

Need Concurrence

Corpsô LEDPA

Permitting

Phase 1:

Avoidance then 

Minimization

PREFERRED 

ALTERNATIVE

Alternatives 

(Site 

Identification 

& Screening)

Reconstruct

Existing

Phase 2:

Avoidance, 

Minimization & 

Compensation

USACE

Highway

Methodology
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Phase I Recommendations

The following three locations, along with the no-
build option, are proposed to be further evaluated 
and compared in Phase II of the Highway 
Methodology.

ÅAdvance No Build as required by Permit 
process

ÅAdvance Existing Site (Option 4A) MM7.3

ÅAdvance Alternate Site MM8.7

ÅAdvance Alternate Site MM9.1

Alternatives 

Site ID and 

Screening
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No-Build

Brief Overview of Findings:

ÅHigh Crash Location - Will not be corrected
ÅPhysical Deficiencies ïWill not be corrected
ÅOperational Deficiencies ïWill not be corrected
ÅHigher Than Normal Maintenance Cost
ÅDoes Not Meeting Basic Engineering Criteria
ÅDoes Not Satisfy Purpose and Need

Alternatives 

Site ID and 

Screening
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Location 

MM 7.3

(Option 4A)

Alternatives 

Site ID and 

Screening
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Location MM 7.3 (Option 4A)

Brief Overview of Findings:

Å0 Home Displacements
Å28 Acres of NRCS Wetland Impacts
Å729ft Potential Stream Impacts
Å4.3 Acres of FEMA Floodplain Impacts
Å8.1 Acres Right-of-Way Impacts
ÅDoes Not Meet Basic Engineering Criteria
ÅMarginally Satisfies Purpose and Need

Alternatives 

Site ID and 

Screening
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Location 

MM 8.7

Alternatives 

Site ID and 

Screening


