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Snow Fence Installation, MM 95.3 Litchfield 
 
Drifting snow is an issue in many locations along the Maine Turnpike corridor, particularly on the north end where the 
roadway travels through rural, wide open farmland.  Drifting snow is expensive and very difficult to control by plowing 
alone as it requires crews to constantly monitor a section of the road to keep it clear of snow and ice buildup.  The best 
approach is to prevent drifting snow from accumulating on the road by providing wind breaks, such as trees or fencing, 
to decrease the velocity of the wind and force snow to accumulate on the leeward side of the wind break before it 
reaches the road.  Litchfield and Gardiner Maintenance Crews recently installed 550 linear feet of snow fence in a low 
lying wet area at MM 95.3 south bound, which has been a problem area for drifting snow for years due to the wide open 
fields adjacent to the roadway.  The fence stand about 7 feet high and is positioned approximately 45 feet from the 
roadway, which will allow for plenty of storage area for accumulating snow.  The installation took about 2 days to 
complete. 

 
                    Snow Fence Installation at MM 95.3 south bound 

` 
Drifting snow will accumulate between fence and bottom of embankment 

 



MAINE TURNPIKE AUTHORITY 
BOARD SUMMARY NOVEMBER 2015  
DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAY AND EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Winter Sand Clean-Up 

 
Maintenance Crews use sand during snow removal operations to provide temporary traction when temperatures get 
too low for salt to effectively prevent or break the snow-ice bound with the pavement’s surface.   After spreading on the 
road surface, sand will eventually migrate to the roadway shoulder by way of plowing operations, traffic movement, and 
drainage of melt water, where it will accumulate under guard railed sections of the road where plows can’t plow it off.  
After a few years, this can create a problem with excessive buildup of sand and sediment, creating many problems from 
ponding of water on the pavement during heavy rains to washouts on roadway side slopes.  Maintenance crews in all 
sections have been working to remove these accumulations this past summer to alleviate some of these drainage 
problems, and the task will be ongoing. 
 

 
Buildup of winter sand under a guard rail section on the Falmouth Spur. 

 

 
Crews removing the sand buildup and regrading shoulder with an excavator  

after pushing sand and sediment to the outside of the rail. 


