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Brush Control in Clearing Areas 
Over the past 4 years, the Authority has invested approximately $800,000 in roadside clearing of trees 
and vegetation.  The primary goals of these projects has been to help reduce the severity of run off the 
road crashes by removing trees near the roadway, and to increase the amount of sunshine that the 
roadway sees, which in turn helps to reduce the amount of salt and plowing needed to keep the road 
clear during winter storms.  In order to help maintain these recently cleared areas, Highway 
Maintenance has purchased a heavy duty tractor mounted rotary mower deck (commonly known as a 
brush hog or bush hog) through the equipment acquisition program.  This implement is able to cut down 
and mulch any vegetation that the tractor unit is able to run over, and is ideal for clearing heavy brush.  
At some point in the next few years, it is anticipated that grass alone will grow in recently cleared areas 
which will then only require the use of the typical roadside flail mowers. 
 
 

           
 Heavy duty rotary mower mounted to 80 hp tractor.               Brush control at MM 96 NB.                 

 
 

 
         Underside of the cutting deck showing the large blades. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MAINE TURNPIKE AUTHORITY 
BOARD SUMMARY JULY 2015  
DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAY AND EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Traffic Line Painting 

As reported at the May Board Meeting, MTA Highway Maintenance is responsible for repainting all 
traffic lines, lettering and symbols on the Turnpike each year that are not included in capital 
improvement projects.  After the 4 man crew refreshes paint markings and symbols at interchanges, rest 
areas, and toll plazas, they get the paint truck rolling and repaint all traffic lines on the main line and 
interchanges.  The pictures below show the crew working at the Exit 25 NB/Kennebunk Service Plaza 
repainting yellow traffic lines and on the main line near Exit 19 NB. 
 

               
                                      Near Exit 19 NB, painting the yellow side line and white skip line in Lane 1. 

 

                           
Two men sit at the rear of the truck                              Refreshing the yellow line in a no parking zone at                   
to control the paint guns.                                                Kennebunk Service Plaza. 
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Crash Damage at MM 45 NB 
On Tuesday July 14, a patron driving a motor home collided broadside with a chip hauling truck at Exit 
45 north bound entering.  The force of the motor home colliding with the chip truck apparently forced 
the chip truck to crash through the median guard rail and over turn on the south bound shoulder, 
dumping wood chips everywhere.  The next day, Highway Maintenance was on site clearing the debris 
and repairing the median rail.  Normally, this work would be undertaken at night due to the high traffic 
volumes in the Portland area, but the median rail at this location was deemed to be too important to 
operational safety, which required an immediate repair. 

 

 
Crews replacing approximately 100 linear feet of median guard rai taken out by the crash.  The excavator can be 
seen in the back ground loading a container full of spilled wood chips. 


