
Exit 80 Interchange Improvement Project  
Phase 1 Update - Interchange Ramps

BACKGROUND

The Lewiston Exit 80 Interchange Improvement Project, developed in close coordination with the Maine Department of 
Transportation  (MaineDOT) and the City of Lewiston, will redesign the interchange to improve traffic operations, accommodate 
long-term traffic projections, and create consistency for existing and planned development.  The new interchange has been 
designed as a Single Point Urban Interchange (SPUI).  This will be the first SPUI design in the State of Maine.

The project is being designed in phases.  Phase 1 (which includes all of the interchange ramps) is currently underway.  Phase 
2A/Phase 2B (the mainline and bridges) has been under design for several years and construction scheduled to begin on the 
new southbound bridge in  2015.  The new northbound bridge will follow in 2016.  The third and final phase, Phase 3 will tie the 
single point ramps into one new traffic signal on Alfred Plourde Parkway.  

As part of the Exit 80 redesign, the MTA and MaineDOT have also been analyzing the needs on Alfred Plourde Parkway.  
Upgrades to Alfred Plourde Parkway will be made as needed to accommodate traffic growth (Phase 4).

      Phase 1 - New Ramp Construction (2014)
      Phase 1 - Temporary Ramps (2014)
      Phase 2A - New Southbound Bridge (2015)
      Phase 2B - New Northbound Bridge (2016)
      Phase 3 - New Ramp Construction (2016)
      Phase 4 - Future Work  (when necessary)

TRAFFIC STOPS & RAMP CLOSURES

Projected Turnpike traffic stops and closures of the Lewiston Exit 80 
Interchange on-and-off ramps will take place intermittently throughout 
the duration of the project for construction activities.

In addition to the intermittent ramp closures, crews will perform 
several long-term full closures during Phase 1 construction.  The 
project time frames for the long-term closures include: 

•  Southbound off-ramp exiting the Turnpike - (4 days - late July/early August)
•  Northbound off-ramp exiting the Turnpike - (6 days - 1st & 2nd week of August)
•  Southbound on-ramp entering the Turnpike - (14 days - 1st week of September 
   to mid-September)

It should be noted that these are projected time frames and may change as the 
project progresses.  Actual closure dates will be provided two weeks prior to a ramp 
closing.  Closure information will also be updated on our website, as well as posted 
on Facebook and Twitter, as any changes are made to the schedule. Additional 
nighttime closures will be necessary for paving after all ramps are completed.

Detour routes for closures provided on other side

THE PROJECT WILL:
•  Construct a new interchange that will replace the 
    existing Lewiston Exit 80 Turnpike Interchange

•  Replace the two existing Turnpike bridges over 
    Alfred Plourde Parkway

•  Construct a new northbound on-ramp

•  Realign all interchange ramps into one intersection

PROJECT BENEFITS:

•  Improve local traffic flow and operations

•  Create consistency with existing and planned local
    development.




